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© the Ace and heroic Actions 
of the Great and Glorious King of 
Pruſia are the Admiration of all Na- 
tons; undoubtedly, a ſurnmary Account of 
his private Life, will not be unacceptable to 


all WhO are acquainted with his public Tran- 
ſactions, and more eſpecially 1 to every true Bri- 


tou, whoſe Intereſt 1 is {0 immediately concern- 
ed, i in the Charadter of: a Prince ſo nearly allied 
and related both in Religion, Virtues and 
Birth, to him who fits upon the Throne of 


Great-Britain ; therefore, 'tis not doubted but 


the following Particulars will meet with the 
Apptobation of the Public. Tis very certain, 
' that the Conduct of Princes, abſtracted from 
: War and Politicks, are as different as their 
Features; and their Paſſions and Diſpoſitions 
of Temper are only to be learned, when they 
WE afide the King, and only retain the Man. 
No Man does this ſo wy As as Frederick 


Az =. the 


* 
5 — et hn th 
. — — 


* n 


r "TY mn 


F — 


that primitive Simplicity, that Integrity of 
Manners, and that Sweetneſs of Diſpoſition, 
vrhich muſt render a Man amiable to his Co- 


LR... 
the Third, who is a moſt ſingular Inſtance of 


temporaries, and, honoured and admired by 
all Poſterity ; and he is the only Monarch 
reigning, who is as familiar with his Subjects, 


as they are with one another. From hence, 


we may expect a true Portrait of the great Ori- 
ginal, which is here very impartially drawn; 
and our Ad miration will be greatly increaſed, 
when we find, that his private Life anſwers 


5 directly to his public, and that his Juſtice, 


Humanity, and Virtue, exactly correſpond 


with the great Character he has acquired by 


his unparalleled Bravery and Succeſs, in his 
indefatigable Labours in the 2 815 nce of Re- 


ligion and E 


” 
— — — NS, IIS 


su α,ο ACCOUNT 


or THE 


Perſon, the Way of an and the 
Court of the King of Pauss IA. 


PHE King of Pie is about 5 


tremely well made, but ſomewhat 
remarkable in his Deportment, 


contracted by a long conſtrained Carriage pe- 


culiar to himſelf; notwithſtanding which he 


is infinitely polite: His Countenance is agree- 
able and ſprightly; his Voice muſical and fine, 
even when he ſwears, which he rarely does, 


except 


ſeven Vears of Age, in Stature 
about five Feet ſix Inches, ex- 


0 TT”, A 2 


C9") 


except when | in a Paſſion. He is better verſed 


fee de. Uleof Meer, but to thoſe m 
e knows to be ignorant of the former. fs 
Hair is of a dark fine Chelnut Colour, and 
always in Queiie ; he takes a ſecret Pleaſure in 
drefling it himſelf, which he always does 
without the Aſſiſtance of any one. He never 
wore a Night-Cap, Night-Gown, or Slipers, 
but only puts on a. Linnen-Clodk when he 
powders his Hair. Three Times in the Year 
he has a new Suit of the Uniform of the firſt 
Battalion of his. Guards, which is a blue Cloth, 
faced with ted and ſilver Brandenburg, after 
the Spanzſb Manner, with Toſſels at the End, 
and the Brandenburgs cloſe to the Edge; his 
Waiſtooat is plain yellow, a Point 4 Efpagne 
Hat, and White Feather. On a particular 

aſion, when he had a Mind to ſhine (as he 
termed it) he ordered a Gragomm Uniform to 
be made for him. He wears Boots both a- 
broad and at home, and was never ſeen to 
appear in Shoes, even at his publick Court 
Days; this Trifle gives him an Air very con- 
. 8 and e to his ee — 5 
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and is buſy (at leaſt continues alone) till three: 
Quatters after Six: At geven he dreſſes, and 


5 then receives ſuch Letters, Petitions and Me- 


morials as are preſented to him, and ditects 
| ſuch, Anſwers to be made, and preſcribes ſuch: 
Methods to be taken, as the Circumſtances: of 
each requires; and having di 
Nine his Miniſters, (or rather 


his Domeſticks) 


; attend on him, and continue with him till 
Eleven, at which Time preciſely he goes upon 
the Parade to relieve his Guards, and ſees them 
perform their various Exerciſes and Eyolutions, 
and is very: exact in correcting any Miſtake, 


and never fails to give ther the Word of Com- 
mand himſelf, unleſs he is indiſpoſed ; tis 
not therefore to be wan red, that moſt of the 


Generals of other Princes endeavour to imitate 
the Pruffien Exerciſe and Diſcipline, as they 
are the heſt now in Europe: After this is done,. 
which employs him till about half an Hour 


after Eleven, he returns, and continues in the 
great Hall of his Palace, and grants public 


Audience to any of his Subjects, and permits 


them to preſent their own Petitions ; and ſo 


ae is he to diſtribute Taſtice, and relieve 
af] | the 
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(Ex) 


the Complaints of all his Subjects from Inju- 
ries' and Oppreſſions, that he ſtrily com- 
mands His executive Officers to hear, deter- 
mine, and adjudge all Diſputes without De- 
lay or tedious Proceedings in Courts of Law, 
and has thereby thrown Cavil out of the wa- 
vering Scales of Juſtice, and poized them e- 
qually to all. Having received ſuch Petitions, 
and directed his Joſticiary Officers to expedite 
ſuch Remedies as are requiſite and legal, he 
returns to his 'Clofet, and, tho only his own 


Domeſticks : are preſent, he has fo habituated 
himſelf in bending His Body into a bowing 
Poſture, that he always retires bowing i in the. 
moſt courtly Manner, and this it is thought 
has occaſioned his remarkable Deportment: 
As ſoon as he enters his Cloſet, he reſumes his 
Buſineſs alone, or finiſhes with his Miniſters, 
if any Thing remain undone before his going 
to the Parade, which frequently i is the Caſe z 
for let the Buſineſs be never ſo important, he 
is punctual in 5 his dard at Fe 
Strike of Eleven.” ane ola Shag 


1 E is Yori at re an 1 Bock ler Twelve 5 
1 in general, accompanied with his own Mini- 
5 ters, and thoſe of foreign Princes, Who are at 

3 | Potzdam, 


( 
Polaldam, and the Officers of his firſt Bultalion 


of Guards. His Table conſiſts of Twenty- 
four Covers, tho' it frequently exceeds that 


Number, he never has more than Sixteen 


Diſhes of all Sorts and Denominations, which 


are all ſerved up at the ſame Time. If there 


be any Thing extraordinary, ſuch as Sea-fiſh, 


or Game, he privately defrays that out of his 
own Purſe, and 'tis not included in the ordi- 
nary Expence. He is very elegant and parti- 


cular in his Deſerts of Fruit. The Dinner 


Time does not exceed an Hour; after Dinner 


he walks about a Quarter of an Hour, con- 


verſing with ſome of the Company, and then 
_ retires to his Cloſet, bowing 1 in his uſual Man- 
ner as he goes out. 


Hx continues in Private till Five o Clock, 
when his Reader, who is uſually the Marquiſs 


4 Argens, comes to him and reads till Seven, 
and his Reading is ſucceeded by a Concert, 


which laſts till Nine. He takes great Delight 


in, and underſtands Muſick extremely well, 
and few can equal him upon the Flute. His 


daily Concert conſiſts chiefly of Wind Inſtru- 


ments, which are the beſt in Europe; name- 


ly, three Eunuchs, a Counter Tenor Voice, 
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(610) 
2 Andemciſelle Aſtra, an 88 Theſe 
Singers cannot be equalled, for he will admit 
of none that are not ſuperlatively excellent. 
There is ſeldom any Singing, except in the 
Company of Favourites, tho ſometimes on a 
particular Occaſion, young Lords making In- 


tereſt with the ag F avourites Fin Ad- 
mittance. 


Ar Nine, ſome of the Voltaires, Agarot- 
ti, Maupertius, and the other Wits, never 


"Exceeding Eight, including the King, and | 
one or two of the King's Favourites who 
uſually ſup with him, meet in an Apartment 


for that Purpoſe; and Supper is ſerved up at 


half an Hour after Nine, which never conſiſts 


of more than eight Diſhes, which are all in- 


ttoduced at the ſame Time: From the Time 


of Supper, which continues till about Eleven, 
Wit flies about very freely till Twelve, during 


which Time the King lays aſide his Majeſty, 


and is only diſtinguiſned from the reſt of the 


Company by his ſuperior Wit and Bons Mors: 


At the Stroke of Twelve the King withdraws 


to Bed, and is ſo exact, that the moſt enter- 
taining Subjects never make him exceed the 


Time above fire or ten Minutes. In-this Man- 
| e e Shot 


(mn) | 

ner the twenty⸗ four Hours are ſpent through- 
out the whole Year, particularly during the 
nine Months which the King ſpends at Potz- 


dam ; unleſs ſomething extraordinary inter- 


vene, ſuch as the preſent, when his Thoughts 


are divetted from his private Pleaſures and A- 


muſements, and directed to the Welfare of 
the Publick, which is always the chief, and 


at this Juncture, the ſole Object of his Atten- 


tion. His indefatigable Care and Vigilance, 


in the Defence of the Religion, Laws and Li- 
berties of his Country, his glorious and rapid 

Conqueſts gained over his Enemies, is a Sub- 
| je foreign to the preſent Deſign, which is 


meant only to give a ſhort Journal of his pri- 
vate Life: To relate the mighty Deeds of ſuch . 


an Hero, that no Hiſtory yet extant can equal, 


tis to be hoped will be the Undertaking of 
ſome able Hiſtorian, whoſe Abilities may por- 


trait and deſcribe impartially, and with Juſ- 
tice, the Actions of the Royal Hero, with e- 


qual Grandeur, and Majeſty in Diction, and 
Sublimity of Stile. In his 


B 3 Fat- 


eaceful, tho' not 
inactive Hours, his Example is worthy of 
every one's Imitation; more eſpecially thoſe 
whoſe Birth and high Station. in Life render 
them nearer upon an Equality with the Royal 


Pattern of Induſtry, Sobriety, Regularity, and 
Frugality. He has an utter Averſion to all 


| (112) 


Sorts of Gaming, and in general to moſt r ru- 
ral Amuſements. 


TRE daily Expence of his Table for the 


Kitchen is fixed at Thirty-three German 


Crowne, or Five Guineas and a Half Engliſh 
Money. For this Sum he has Twenty-four 


Diſhes, Sixteen for Dinner, and Eight for 


Supper; the former conſiſts of Twenty-four 
Covers, and the latter of Eight; if there be 


more than Twenty-four Covers, he pays the 


Overplus to the Purveyor of the Kitchen, at 
the Rate of a Crown a Head : All the Sea-fiſh 
and Game is not included in this Expence, 


but is charged to the King over and above the 


Five Guineas and a Half. Out of the Thirty- 
three Crowns, the Purveyor pays for Wood 
and Coals, and buys the Kitchen Fu urniture, 
ſuch as Tables, Kitchen Linnen, and 'in ge- 
neral every Thing that belongs to it, the Wa- 
ges of the Cooks excepted, which the King is 
charged with extraordinarily. There are four 
Cooks employed i in the Kitchen, a French one, 
an Fralian, an Auſtrian, and a Prilſian, and 


each of them drefſes four Diſhes for the Din- 
ner, 


.# 


613) 


ner, and two for the Supper, ſo that in chie 


Variety of Cookery, tis calculated that every 


Man's Palate may be pleaſed, which is the 


Intent of the King in having four Cooks of 


the four different Countries of which his Com- 


pany generally conſiſts. Whether the King 
be preſent or not, he gives a Dinner all the 
Vear through to the Officers of his firſt Ba- 


tallion ; and allows them a Bottle of Wine, 


and a Bottle of Beer alternately each Day be- 
tween two. There are alſo made ready every 


Day at Twelve o'Clock, three large Diſhes of 


| Toaſt, or boiled Meat, Bread and Beer for the 
Officers of his two other Battalions of Foot- 


Guards, and every one may take of this as he 
pleaſes; 'tis a Sort of Whet before Dinner, 


the Price of which is alſo fixed with the Pur- 


veyor of the Kitchen, who 2 at his own 


Diſcretion a certain Quantity. 


No Officer or Soldier who is in Garriſon at 
Nn dare preſume to go without the 


Gates, tho it be but for a Walk, without 
Leave firſt ſigned by the King, which is very 
rarely granted; ſo ſtrict is he in Regard to 
Diſcipline; and in general, nobody who is at 
5 Potædam, can leave it without a Letter of Li- 
Fi _ cence 


| (14) 
cetiſe from 'the King, not even the Princes hig 
Brothers; nor can any one go into rms. 
without Leave n, obtained. 


| Ti . is chewed with" a Pert Gel of 
dumorous Wit, and univerſal Knowledge ; but 
excels in nothing fo much as in the Art of 
War, in which, by the mere natural Strength 
and Superiority of his Judgment, he at once 
| became a General and a Hero. He diſtin- 
guiſhes with Precifion, what inferior Minds 
never diſcover at all, the Difference between 
great Difficulties and Impofſibilities, and be- 
ing neuer diſcouraged by the former, has of- 
ten ſeemed to execute the latter. He is inde- 
fatigably laborious and active, cool and intre- 
pid in Action, diſderns as by Intuition, ſeizes 
with Rapidity, and improves with Skill the 
| ſhort but favourable, and often -decifive Mo- 
ments of Battle. Modeſt and magnanimous 
after Victory, he becomes the generous Pro- 
_ tetor of the ſubdued and captive Enemies. 
Reſolute and undejected in Misfortunes, ſupe· 
rior to Diſtreſſes, and ſtruggling with Diffi- 
eceulties, which no Courage nor Conſtancy but 
his own would haye reſiſted, or could have 
= ies He tranſacts Rulineſs with the 
1 ee greateſt g 


615) 
greateſt Eaſe and Expedition, and ſo pene- 
trating is his Judgment, that upon the leaſt 
Converſation he can almoſt diſcern the moſt 
private Intentions, though covered under the 
moſt ſpecious Pretexts. e never ſuffers any 
Reply or Remonſtrances from thoſe who are 
about him, and very rarely either -afk? or 
takes Advice; ſo that his great Atchievements 
may be very juſtly aſcribed to his own ſupe- 
rior Judgment and Conduct. He is a very 


good judge of Com poſition, whether in Verſe 
or Proſe, in both which he has been an Au- 
thor himſelf with good Succeſs. He is a great 
Humouriſt, and ſucceeds well in Raillery, and 


is very fatycieal on thoſe whom he hay ay 
Diſlike 11 nt ; 


He is - e and very conver- 
Fe on the Nature of Finances, and more fo | 
as to the Value of Commerce; and knows 
very well howto ſow in order to reap. He 
treats every Body with great Civility and Re- 
ſpect, being extremely ſolicitous to oblige the 
meoaneſt of his Subjects, and makes his Dig- 
_ +nity familiar to them, by the Modeſty and 
Simplicity of His:Belwvigur, and never thinks 
whimſalf too Great for the loweſt Offices of 
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(16). 
Friendſhip and Humanity. He is very tri 
in his military Diſcipline, and rarely pardons 
any Thing that has the leaſt Tendency to ren- 
der it leſs effectual; on the other hand, he is 


punctual in rewarding the Services of thoſe 
who diſtinguiſh themſelves by their Bravery 
and good Behaviour; ſo that he is both loved 


and feared by his Soldiers, and much better 
ſerved than any other Prince; for he has none 


in his Pay but Men well qualified to be uſe- 
ful, and to execute their Employments to his 
Advantage; and in his Service tis Merit, not 
Money, nor Intereſt, that purchaſes a Com- 
miſſion. The Salaries are but trifling which 
he annexes to the great Offices of his Court, 


and moſt of them in partibus. Through all 


his Territories he has no Governors of Pro- 
vinces or Cities; he himſelf commands alone. 
The commanding Officers of the Regiments > 
ſerve for Governors, wherever they are in 
Garriſon; nor has he any Eſtabliſhment for a 
Staff in any of his Places. Theſe three Ar- 
ticles coſt immenſe Sums to other Potentates, 
A Soldier who diſtinguiſhes himſelf, and is 
obſervant of military Diſcipline, generally 
meets with the Kipgs particular Favour, and 
7 Very Oe in wm or thirty Years, may 
riſe 


(ny 


riſe 8 all the Steps till he n the Com- 
mand by a ann 


* 


A Captain who has got a Company lives at 
| his Eaſe, without being any Expence to the 
King: A Company conſiſts of 110 Men, and 
after a Review, the Captain can give Furlows 


to 60 of them for 10 Months, and he 


receives the pay of the whole Lear him 
ſelf, as if his Company was compleat, and the 
Soldier has nothing during the Time of his 
Abſence. As to the Houſhold Troops; there 
are at Polgdam and Charlortenburg 160 Troop- 
ers, who haye the name of Body Guards, but 
have nothing of Troopers about them but the 
Pay and the Dreſs, which, in Time of Peace, 


they earn at the Expence of the frequent Ex- 


erciſe of Cudgelling. The reſt of the Guards 
are Soldiers a little better cloathed, with che 


ordinary Pay. The Queen, the Princeſſes, = 
and the Princes know not what it is to have 


Guards; neither doth the King uſe any when 


he is out of Potzdam and Charlottenburg ; ; 


that he may be very joftly ſaid to depend on 
bis Subjects Love, not his Guards, which un- 


doubtedly is the melt Agile * of any 2 


Prince. 
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His 15 Miniſters are juſtice * Huma- 
nity; though he has an Officer ſtiled a Chan- 
cellor, who does not open his Mouth. = ö 
Grand V. eneur, who dare not kill a Quail; A 
Cup-bearer, who knows not whether he Reg 
any Wine in his Cellar. A Maſter of the 
Horſe, who dare not order one of them to 
be ſaddled. A Chamberlain, who has never 

given him his Shirt, A great Maſter of the LE 
Wardrobe, who does not know his Taylor. 
The Functions of all theſe great Officers are 
; exerciſed by one ſingle Perſon, whoſe Name 
18 Fredericiftof, who is likewiſe! 'Valet-de- 
Chambre, and private Secretary in Ordinary, 
and has filfd all theſe nominal Poſts for feve- 
"ral Years.” His own extenſive Mind forms all 
his Plans of Government, undebaſed by mi- 
nifterial Intereſts and Milteprelenttons 8 8 


uh J 18 Houſhold . of; zen 
Gentlemen Pages, as many Footmen, gur- 
teen running Footmen, and fixtoen Men Wit 
ö Hreſſes of different Sorts, after the manner of 
the Eaſtern Nations, all, in Roſe Colour with 
; Balloon Lace. In all his Apartments the Fury 
 nigyre is ver neat and Plain, the Hangings of 
. 1 Roſe 


ug 


(90 
Roſe Colour and pale Lilies, both for him- 
ſelf,” the two n. and | the 9 of, the 
PE F amily. , 
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of 


"Thi hate King his aber. loved Hunting, 


and kept a very expenſive Equipage on that 


Account; but his preſent Majeſty has an ut- 


tet Averſion to it; ; and on his Advancement 


to the Throne ſent for the Grand Veneur (who 


was a gteat Lover of the Diverſion) to lay 

before him an Account of the annual Expence 
of the Chaſe, who repreſented it as a great 
Benefit to the King to continue it, and urged 


it ſo far as to tell him, that if he ſuppreſſed 


it he would lofe 20, c % Crowns a Year by 
it: Upon which the King told him, that he 
would give him all his Gache, and the Fiſh 


in his Rivers, in Confideration of 20,000 


Crowns a Year, and would pay him for a 


he had Occafion for himſelf. The poo 


Veneur, who had afferted by his own een 
that he muſt be a great Gainer at this Rate, 
dutrſt not refuſe the Offer, and inadvertently 
Mica Snare in which he was caught himſelf, 
u proved his Ruin, for he wat at laſt obliged 
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"Tur Gen Dowigee' 18 u ery __ Wo- 


man, and greatly honoured and reſpected by 


the King, who frequently viſits her, and on 
all Occaſions ſhews her the greateſt Teſtimo- 


nies of filial Duty. The Queen Conſort is as 


good a Woman as lives, and greatly eſteemed 
by the King for her Virtues, though he ſel- 
dom ſees her, and never cohabits with her. 


The Princeſs Amelia is very agreeable and 


lovely, and pofleſſed of every amiable Quali- 


| fication to render her accompliſhed. The 


eldeſt Prince, and next Heir-apparent to the 
Crown, is an exact Copy of the great Ori- 
ginal his Brother. Prince Henry is very amia- 
ble, and extremely polite and generous. Prince 
Ferdinand has diſtinguiſhed himſelf in ſuch an 
extraordinary manner in Germany, that his 
great Qualifications are too well known to 
need a Recital here; therefore let it ſuffice to 


ſay, that he is loved and ae wy all who 
knoꝶ him. „ 


9 .t 


} . N 


Tuvs ao \ccount un at * Head 


of this Pamp 


et cloſes, and it is hoped t to the 


Satisfaction of the Reader, who, it is not 
doubted. will } * with the E , in wiſh- 


; 9 #-:5% 
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ing this mighty Monarch of Pruſſia may live 
to complete his Victories over his Enemies, 
and receive the Honour due to thoſe Virtues 


and great Actions, which Cotemporary Jea- 


louſy, Envy, and Malignity, are forced to ad- 
mire, and which more impartial Poſterity, if 
it can believe his aſtoniſhing Conqueſts, will 
almoſt adore. 1 e 
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